	“There is no love without forgiveness, and there is no forgiveness without love.”

	[image: http://thinkexist.com/i/sq/as2.gif] Bryant H. McGill quotes



	“To forgive is the highest, most beautiful form of love. In return, you will receive untold peace and happiness.”

	[image: http://thinkexist.com/i/sq/as3.gif] Robert Muller quotes



	  [image: http://thinkexist.com/i/sq/4star.gif]   [image: I Like this quote] [image: I dislike this quote]“Sincere forgiveness isn't colored with expectations that the other person apologize or change. Don't worry whether or not they finally understand you. Love them and release them. Life feeds back truth to people in its own way and time.”

	· Sara Paddison quotes
· 

	“Love is an act of endless forgiveness, a tender look which becomes a habit.”

	[image: http://thinkexist.com/i/sq/as3.gif] Peter Ustinov quotes



	“He who is devoid of the power to forgive, is devoid of the power to love.”

	[image: http://thinkexist.com/i/sq/as0.gif] Martin Luther King, Jr.



	“Forgiveness does not change the past, but it does enlarge the future.”

	[image: http://thinkexist.com/i/sq/as2.gif] Paul Boese



The Call of Forgiveness
Psalm 32; Matthew 18:21-35
As human beings, we are prone to make mistakes, either intentionally or unintentionally. We all have hurt people, and we have all been hurt; we are all in the same boat. Out of mistakes we make, or others cause us, comes our pain, hurt, and resentment. This resentment escalates into animosity, and builds into bitterness, until it destroys relationships and causes us isolation,
Without forgiveness, our growth and maturity with Christ, and our integrity with others, cannot be built. We may suffer betrayal from friends, family, coworkers, and even church members. However, we are called to forgive, anyway! Why? Because, we need it, and because we are imperfect, fallen, and full of sin. Even the Christian who is saved by Grace is still in process of growth and sanctification. We are yet imperfect, no matter what the level of maturity. If you are thinking, I refuse to forgive others, just as that young woman did, consider this reason to forgive. We forgive because God has forgiven us. If we do not, the resentment will build and build—like battery acid that slowly eats away a car—until, unless we fix it, it will destroy us. God calls Christians to operate in the parameters of forgiveness, love, and mercy. And, when we have not been forgiving, we will have a heart filled with suffering and torment. How can we receive Christ's forgiveness, and claim Christ as our Savior, when we are unable to forgive one another? When we have a forgiving attitude, then we will have a heart at rest and in peace!
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